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READER. 


_ Was no ef 560 Advanuge to this very 
plain Diſcourſe, , to the publiſhing of 
which the Deſire of many, and the 
Seaſonahlegeſs of the Arg ument it ſelf. i in- 
vites me, that it was Jeliverd to an Audi- 
ence prepard by cheir PAST OR to re- 
ceive its Doctrines, and on a Duty to re 9 
He ſeem d to liſten Mich ſome Pleaſure, | 
9 He had practis 805 it with refer. 


5 Silly 


To the Glory. of G ob, to che Safety of 
bi CHURCH, and the Comfort of his 
CHOSEN, He held faſt his Integrity, and 
would not let it go, when with an equal 
Contempt of Danger and Preferment, He 
. boldly ſtem d the Tide of Faction and Pro- 
K Fat 6 thro' a Trial in which He Him- 
{elf the Priſoner ſtood Singh unconcerned, 
and mus. a; ene which nothing leſs 
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than God, and his Cauſe, and a well-aſſured 
Integrity, could'þd6bH 3 d. 


5 ook] ba + ＋ 2 of che ner 


t5 That 
ic was G O D, who by the Miniſtry of his 
Servant had Celiver'® tis from ourFnemied; 
Thbat it wa G O Dy whio rronbletl their Hp, 
and Perplexd their Marehes, and oppreſs d 
chem in; the Mater, * had themſelves 4 


9 43 4 


nan ſow! W * as hacker u to 

His Character, by repeating a Tranſaction, 

o known'ini all Cotntries; and ſo Providen- 
tial to our own, there were room enough for 
ki he Wikkoud Vrbention, "and for Praiſes 

without Hattery; If. jet a Clerg non may be 
3 d fot his Integrity 3 for ſure it can be no 
rext Complimietit to a Miniſter of the 
ofpel:t6 be told that he is foneft 3 In Us 
5 "Tres 61 to prevaricate, in Us even Indi- 
*Fency it felf- chinſiicrhces an gli. 


ell Whdt then (hall * ay lof thoſs who 
Forperful of their YFows, and regardleſs 0 of 
their . have wantonly deſerted us de 
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Thithe READER 

the Change of, 4:Mmiſtry ;1or)che Conviatis 
ons of "a -Benefice ? Mbat ob: thafe,/) wha out 
of a pretended Charity to all other Coomure 

ons, arid real Ind iffereney ſor : their omn, 
have tenderly given up tt Senſe ef un Ah 
ticle, or the Force of a Commandment? What 
ſhall we ſay of thoſe, who, in Complimenc 
to Liberty, have modeſtly grafred Rebellion 
upon an Apoſtle, and Thankſgrvings on a 
Martyrdom ? . What of thoſe, who, out of 
their peculiac-Concern for the Intereſts of 
Religion, forget not upon Occaſion to 
MANAGE with Zea! for Hypocriſy, and 
with Moderation againſt eres? 


EP 


Bleſſed be God, the Truths of our Re- 
ligion have better Arguments to ſupport 
them, than the Sincerity of ſuch Profeſſors ; 
ſtrong enough, we hope, to repel the Pœſon 


of their Errors, and the Scandal of their 
Practices. 


And for Him, who has been One Great 
Inſtrument. under God in our Deliverance, 
as long as we retain any Abhorrence of Hy- 
| pocriſy, any Value for Religion, as long So 
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the Name of the Garch of gland it fel 
ſhall be dear amongſt us, for our Brethren 
and Companions Jakes, we will wiſh Him Proſ- 
iy; Tea for the Houſe. of the Lord our. God, 
We wil ſee code im good, © Arber $050 
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from me: My Riohtepuſneſs I bold faſt. 
If | '7 on , Kh, 


and oil not Jet it go: + 8 ſball not 
reproach me, ſo long as 1 live... 


H ESE were the Words of Good and 
Holy 70 B, the moſt innocent, perhaps, 
uud yet at the ſame time the molt afflict- 
ed Man that ever was; I might have added, the 


moſt miſerable of all Men, had he not been inno- 


cent. And in them we cannot but obſerve, what 
a mighty Satisfaction the gaod Man takes in the 


Peace of his Conſcience, and the Performance of 


his Duty, and the Steddineſs of his Reſolution 
(whatever ſhould befal him) ever to let that go, 
Never to be flatter d nor frighted out of it by any 
Temptation or Diſcouragement Whatſoever. And 
never ſurely was there a Reſolution more vigo- 


| rouſly maintain d, or more eminent! 


rewarded: For to make good the Cha- 1. 

racter God himſelf had given of his Servant, we 
find him remarkably put upon all the ſeveral Tri- 
als that Human Nature is capable of undergoing: 
The Devil had pretended, that Integrity, ſupported 
with a proſperous Condition, was but an imperfect 
Diſcovery of the Man; and never would deſiſt, 
until he had obtain d a Commiſſion from God to 


fault and prove him with the Extremities of 


Adverfity, And no ſooner had he obtain d it, but 
immediately he enters upon the Execution of 
Wi! ; | ic 
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9 T he Wiſdom. of Integrity. 
it with all the Spite and Fury he is Maſter of. 
In one mournful . e fits che Fortunes of his 
Houſe, and the Hopes of his Poſterity, brings 
down tis mighty Priuce from his Palace to tt 
Dunghil, and there afflicts him ſorely with Pover- 

N . 170 Diſeaſe : Thoſe few of his Friends 
. he ſuffers to go gear him (and the 
Wife of his owh Bofom amongſt che reſt) inſtead 
of being the Comforters of his Affliction, are the 
Reproachers of his Inſincerity . 
In this forlorn and diſconſolate Condition, was 


a = 


this good Man's Happineſs to have ſomewhat. in 


Reſerve, which he ſtill could ſafely call h tows; 
fomething which twas neither in the Power of the 
Devil to raviſh, nor of the Chaldeans and Sabeans 
to plunder, nor of any out ward Violence to deltroy. 


d In the Want of all the good Things he had for. | 
merly abounded with, 'rwas his Comfort ſtil 


(and a mighty Comfort ſure it was) to remem- 
ber, that he had enjoy'd them innocently, and 


employ d them faithfully. Under the heavy Load 
of all the Evils he at preſent fuffer'd, tuas, no 
doubt, a great Refreſhment to his Spirits, to con- 


ſider that *'twas not for any notorious Provocation 
of his God, or Injury to his Nezg/bour, that they 
were come upon him. Under all the Reproaches 
of his Enemies, and the Uncharitableneſs of his 


Friends, he could at all times appeal to his Con- 


ſcience for Redreſs; nay, in Confidence of his In- 


regrity, he boldly durſt look up to (iod himſelf 


and nuntain his ways before him; Bid 


Jeb. 13. 15 him judge, whether he had noi walked : 
Inmcently, and if there were any Wickedneſs in 


bie Hands; not without an humble Aſſurance u. 
7 | th 
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The Viſdom of Integrity. 17 
that God, in his own good time, would rate 
his Plagues from him, would ſpeedily remove the 
Afflictions with which he had been pleas'd to viſit 
him, more, he knew, for the trial of his Patience, 
than the Puniſbment of his Sius; that he would 
graciouſſy turn again at the laſt 5 and 70 
reward him after his righteous dealing, Pſal. 18. 25, 
and according to the cleanneſs of his hands in his eye- 
bt. Such Hope and Confidence had Holy Fo 
at a time when all other Hope and Confidence 
faild him, in the Senſe of his Innocency, and the 
Integrity of his ways; and no wonder therefore 
if we find him fo very loth to let it go; no won- 
der if he held it faſt, as his beſt and moſt valua- 
ble Treaſure, as ſomething much dearer to him 
than Life it ſelf, becauſe twas this alone could 
ſupport the Miſeries of Life, and in God's good 
time make way for the Removal of them. 77/7 
die, ſays he, T will not remove my Integrity from 
mez KW. 07 11 WD GS 45% | | 
In difcourſing to you on theſe Words, the 
plain and familiar Uſe I would beg leave to make 
of them, ſhall be only this, To ſhew you the 
Wiſdom of this Reſolution, of holding faſt our In- 
tegrity, and never letting it go, upon any Proſpect 
or Temptation whatſoever. YO 

Had this great Example' of Patience and Fide- 
lity been giv'n zs in theſe lovſe unſettled Times 
of ours, Men, inſtead of imitating the Sreddineſs; 
would have laugh'd, I am afraid, at the Impolicy 
of his Principles. They Fools would —©© © 
have counted his Life Madneſs , and . 5. . 
wonder d what he meant by ſerving God for noug ht, 
and ſtill retaining his Integrity, when wo 
2h B ; im- 
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well- meaning Man, who ſhall dare upon Occaſion 


—_— the Cunning, and the great Pretenders to the 


as there is nothing to be loſt, as long as 


and warm, and ſtickle for this or that Religion, and 


their Actions by no other Principle, but the Hopes 


himſelf ſo very ill encourag'd for it. 
I wou'd not willingly, be thought to ſpeak un- 
charitably of the Age and Country we live in, but 
IT heartily wiſh we were leſs able to juſt ſy the 
Severity of this Reflection. For what, alas! is 
become of thoſe. old antiquated Notions of s. 
nour and Conſcience, of Virtue and Religion, ſo 
juſtly extoll'd in the Writings of the Heathens, 
and ſo eminently conſpicuous in the Sufferings of 
the Ohriſtians? I doubt, upon Enquiry 'twill be 
found, that we have little more than the Name 
and the Profeſſion of them alive amongſt us: Here 
and there perhaps we may meet with an honeſt 


ſtill to Speak and Suffer for them; but the Crafty 


Wiſdom of this World , have long fince exploded 
them, and taken up a more convenient Set of Prin- 
ciples in their room. They, good Men, to give 
them their due, can be as Faithful to their God, as 
Dutiful to their Prince, and as Honeſt to their 
Neighbour, as one would wiſh em, as long 


there is any thing to be got by being ſo. They, 
good Chriſtians , can come to Church to Day tors 
good Place, and with ev'ry whit as good a Con- 
ſcience, go and betray that Church To-morrow for | 
a better. To favour a Deſign, they can be /oud, 


when they have no further Occaſion for it, as ca- 
ſily bring themſelves to ſhake Hands with 40 
They never trouble themſelves with conſidering 
what is Virtuous, but what is Safe; influenc d in 
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T he Wiſdom of Integrity. 5 
of Advantage, or the Fears of Inconvenience, and 
ready to tand about with the firſt fair Wind that 
ſhall promiſe but to carry them on with Szcceſ5, 
and bring them off again with Saf eig. 

If this now be the VW:/dom of this World, as 
Confident and as Popular as it is, it 
will be found upon Enquiry to be bat * 19. 
 Fooliſbneſs with God. The Way, which God hath: 
pointed out, whereby we may arrive at Happi- 
neſs, is quite Oppoſite to this: The Tracks and 
Footſteps of our Duty are all along as plain and 
as legible as we can wiſh ; and if we will but fol- 
low them, will lead us on as ſtrait and as direct a 
Path as we can go. So that the very Windings 
and Turnings, through which Unfaithtulneſs wan- 
ders, are enough to convince us, that it miſtakes 
its Courſe, and inſtead of carrying us, as it pre- 
tends, a ſhorter way, is loſing ſight apace of 
Hlappineſs,, and inſenſibly making on to Miſery. 

And how indeed can theſe Men poſſibly fail of 
being in the Wrong, when the very fr/# Step they 
advance proceeds upon Miſtake? And their Miſtake 
is this; They falſly divide their Duty from their 
Intereſt, the Two Things in the World of all o- 
tiers moſt ſtrictly inſeparable. For tis as certain 
as the Appointment of God, and the Nature of 
the Thing it ſelf can make it, that every Man is 
{0 far happy as he is virtuous, and miſerable as he 1s 
viczous, Upon this Foundation it is, that the Hap- 
pinels of God himſelf is conceiv'd to ſtand ; for 
could we but ſuppoſe it poſſible for that Infinite. 
being to decline but never ſo little from thoſe E- 
ternal Rules of Holineſs and Equity, which he 
leddily purſues, God himſelf would from that ve- 
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„ The Wiſdm of Titegriy.” 


ry Inſtant immediately ceaſe to be Happy, and be. 
gin to be Miſerable. Had the Devil himſelf but 


* held faſt his Integrity, he had been Happy ſtill; nor 
can he ever deſtroy the Happineſs of Man, but by 


perſuading him to that by which he loſt 4;s own. 
| God may-fometimes ſuffer him to put 
WN forth his hand, and to touch all that 
we have: He may conſume our Families, and plun- 
der our Eſtates, and torment our Bodies: All this 


we find he did to Holy Fob but then this was 
the worſt and the wrmoft he could do. And what, 


alas! is all this to the Forſeiture of a good Con- 
ſcience, and the Loſs of our Integrity 2 If we 
keep but Maſters ſtill of theſe, in ſpight of any 
outward Calamities which can befal us, we may 
ſtill make a ſhift to hve tolerably eaſy, we may 
be fare, we can never be extremely Miſerable un- 
der them: Nay, it is our own Fault too, if we 
are not in many Reſpects conſiderably the better 
for them. But if ever we ſhould be unhappily 
perſuaded, upon what Account ſoever, to let theſe 
go, our Caſe is deſperate ; we have made our ſelves 
as compleatly Miſerable as the Devil himſelf can 
with us; We leave our ſelves naked and expoſed 
to the ſevereſt of his Cruelties , and what's worlt 

of all, we have loſt the only thing in the World 


that can ſerve to make tliem tolerable. And 
therefore tis, that God who has made ſo ſure Pro- 


viſion ſor our Happineſs, that we have no body but 
our ſelves to thank, if we are Miſerable, hath 
givin'us a more ſecure Poſſeſſion of our Juteg71t), 
than of. any one thing in the World beſides, dat 

we can call our orn. Other Things he hath left | 
us the uncertain Maſters of; but the Senſe of out 

8 + Oo. Innocenc}; 


The Wiſdom of Integrity. 7 
Tvnocency, but the Satisfaction of a good Conſcience, '|| 
are eſſential to our Happineſs, and therefore always 
in our Power: Our Integrity is that better Part, 
which may be abandon'd by Cowardice, or giv'n up 
by Treachery, but can never by down- right Vio- 
lence be taken from us, Luk. 10. 2. 
And therefore the Wiſdom. of reſolving to ho, | 
it faſt and never to let it go, will abundantly ap- 
pear, as from ſeveral other Conſiderations I might 

mention, ſo more eſpecially from theſe that fol- 
lo“ : | lep ö 
Firſt, Becauſe in parting with our Integrity we 
let go that, without. which, Proſperity itſelf | 
can never make us Happy. iin 
Secondly, Becauſe we let go that, which being 
once gone, Afition needs muſt render us in- 
ſupportably miſera bee. 
And Thirdly, We let go that, which alone aan 
avail us in the Day of Judgment. 3 


o 


And Firſt, I ſay, in parting with our Integrity, 
we let go that, without which, Proſperity it ſelf can |} 
never make us Happy. 

I am apt to believe, there is not any one Mi- 
ſtake about the Matters of Religion, has done it 
more real Diſſervice, than that which Men ſo very 
frequently run into, concerning the ſeeming Hap- 
pineſs of the Wicked in this Lite. How many falſe 
Exceptions againſt Providence, and Diſcoutage- 
ments from Virtus, has it ſometimes ſtarted in the 
beſt of Men? How often does it ſtagger the ho- 
neſt Man, and make him almoſt repent of his In- 
tegrity, and begin to think with the Pſalmiſt, that 
be hath cleans'd his heart in vain;andwaſh'd his bayds 
bl in 
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8 The Wiſdom of Integrity. 
in Innocency, when he ſees the Ungodly (as it fome.. 
times happens) i ſuch Proſperity? Pſ.y 3. i 3. Tis true 
indeed, and muſt not be deny d, that as to the out- 
ward Advantages of this Life, its Riches, its Power, 
its Honours, and the like, (tho by the way, Inte- 
grity is generally obſerv'd to bid faireſt for them) 
yet they are not ſo ſtrictly appropriated to the 
Vertuous only, but that God does ſometimes ſuffer 
them to become the 7uheritance of Polly, and the 
Recompence of Vice. But even in this ſeeming E- 
quality of his Diſtributions to the Wicked and the 
Good, God, we may obſerve, has made a very ſen: 
ſible: Diſtinction, and done abundantly enough to 
juſtify the Conduct of his Providence, and the Wiſ- 
dom of our Integrity. Both of them, tis true, 
(both the Wicked and the Good) may be equally 
Rich, and Honourable, and Mighty in the World: 
But then both can never be equally happy : God 
puniſhes the Wicked with thoſe very Bleſſings he 
admits him to partake of, and to make his Pro- 
ſperity it ſelf a Curſe to him, denies him, in his 
Anger, the Power of Enjoying it. For what En- 
joyment, alas! can the Wicked ever taſte in the 
lawleſs Acquiſitions of proſperous Fraud, or ſuc- 
_ ceſsful Violence? Fret not thy ſelf ( faith the Pſal- 
miſt) becauſe of the ungodly, neither be thou envious 
againſt the evil doer, Pſ. 349. Never grudge him the 
| Riſeof his Honours, nor the Increaſe of his F/tate - 
Tf they were twice as large, and as many as they 
are, he abundantly deſerves them all : Never tear, 
the Man has paid for them to purpoſe, and for 
ought we know, undone himſelf by the Purchaſe. 
Perhaps he has renounc his God, or diſſembled his 
Religion; it may be he has /o/d his Country, 0 af 
det | tray 


The Wiſdom of Integrity. . 9 
trayed his Maſter for them : Perhaps he has been 
doing nothing elſe theſe many Years, but plun- 
dering the Fatherleſs, and oppreſſing the Widow. 

And now we may fairly ask him, 7o 
what purpoſe was all this waſte? This * 
vaſt irreparable Expence of Honour and Conſci- 
ence, and whatever elſe is truly Valuable ? And 
what has he got after all this mighty Labour of 
ſinful Induſtry, but the Pleaſure at laſt of appear- 
ing to be Happy, and the Pain of being really Mi- 

ſerable? | as LO 
Eri not therefore (fays the Wiſe- 1 
man) the Glory of the Sinner, for thou 259-11. 
knoweſt not what ſhall be his end: Nay, thou know- 
ſt not ſo much as how it fares at pre- ig 
ſent with him. In the fight of the unwiſee 
he ſeems to be happy? They ſtand ignorantly ga- 


zing at the Brightneſs of his Figure, and never ſuſ- 


pect all the while the Miſeries it conceals : They 
ſee him only in his beſt Light, and in his eaſy Hours, 
when his Pleaſures or his Company are amuſing him, 
or when Buſineſs diverts him from preying on him- 
ſelf. But could they but follow him into the A- 
gonies of his Retirement, and there behold the 
wretched Creature accuſing, condemning, and 
tormenting himſelf, ever jealous of Diſcovery,and 
afraid of Puniſhment, they would pity and la- 
ment him heartily, notwithſtanding all his Splen- 
dor and his Jollity, and begin to think with Solo- 
mon, that (if this be the Joy of Sinners) then better 
a little with Righteouſneſs, than great 

Revenues without Right : Better to wan- 8 


der about from Houſe to Houſe, an honeſt chear- 


ful Pilgrim, without ſo much as Bread to eat, or 
| a Place 


” 
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a place where to reſt our weiry Head, than to 

fleep, and ſurfeit in the Dwellings of Unrighteouſ 

Heſs. nenen Waun! 

* * how ſhould the Thought of this make eve- 
ry honeſt Man (the pporeſt Man amongſt us, if he 
be but Honeſt) how, I ſay, ſhould it make him 
bleſs himſelf, and his Integrity, and reſolve with 
Holy 70 to hold it faſt, and never let it go, and 
think himſelf, as he really is, infinitely more hap- 
py with the little that he has, than the Ungodly 
can ever be, in the abundance of the things that he poſ- 
ſeſſeth? If 'tis but little that he has, he enjoys that 
Little fearleſs and ſecure; - fearleſs of any Injuries 
from others, becauſe he never knew what 'twas 
to practiſe any, and ſecure of his Providence, who 
* , Careth for the Righteous, and hath plea- 

1. 14. 8. . a 

F. 2 ſure in the proſperity of his ſervants. But 
Pal. 2. as for the Ungodly, it is not ſo with 
pred gs them. In the Revenues of the Wicked 
PUPS + (ſays the Wiſeman) there 7s Trouble. The 
Tears of the Fatherleſs, and the Clamours of the 
Tnjur'd are continually diſputing his Title, end 
diſturbing his Poſſeſſion. - He will be ever and 
anon reflecting, how unfairly he came by 
what he has, and how eaſily he may loſe 
it. Every one he meets with, he naturally 
* of the ſame treacherous Deſigns he him- 
ſelf is guilty of, and fancies they are contriving 
how to revenge the Publick, and make Repriſals 
on him. As for God and his Providence, he never 
thinks on them, but with Horror and Amazement : 
For how can he expect God ſhould long ſecure 
him, in thoſe Poſſeſſions he has obtained in %. 


ance of his Laws, and by the Aſſiſtance of his co 
N mies; 


* 


CU EL 


and which he had Neither the Modeſty to 


es 
« lc, a the e eee 
* "4 1 T dare appeal ro the RN i the 


NF to admit his Evidence,” Let PE | us, 
p A 1 lerne be BAI 
x e Devil His nite ty, N. ethe 1 © 
ever yet ph ive 1155 5 fair Ec ofvalent® for } it. 
When 12 ne 115 reap fo 3 varia 117575 it, 
as not a thouſand times ft ce to 197 5 of Nis 
Bargain I Ho often, if d Aer e known, 


and how. artyly y has fe bs _ evs Se Aa 


had their 900 vi he the Peace! of | ence 
ain? Or la 14A „Let him telf us, i üs dan what 
oof good! Day he remembers to have feen, finde 


he fooliſh! 1 with the Pleafures of his Trino- | 


"cency? No; Without theſe, tis impoſſible he 


Thould be happy: Heaven it ſelf, could 4 Man be 


ſuppoſeq to'go guilty rhither, would never make 
him ſo. And it, this, be then the Cale”; 5] it thoſe 
few, who let goa Good Conſcience at their o 
Price, and the eff the Devil can afford to give 
them, if they have yet no better Bargain than 


this to brag of, what a wretched uncomfortaþle 


one mult ? thoſe poor Creatures make, 'P, 3 
Who ſel] their Tntegrity for noyght, 3 I. 505 T2. 
take no Money for it? If the Riches, and the Ho- 
hours, and the beſt Aſſignments the Devil can make 
us, are themſtlyes but Puniſbments; T hope, the 


Diſgraces and the Miſeries he generally pays us in, 


will paſs upon no body for very deſirable Encou- 


ragements. But this Conſideration will more Ha- 


ab fall 11155 the 5 e Head I propos” to 
Vs 25% + C': C 8 . That 


paid-. 'S7 aner of thent all, and” f will 
e who has. been ſp long Trading with 
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ee, fer bor. og 
That in parting with our Integrity, We let gothat, 
| ich being once gone, Aſliction needs. mu 
render us inſuppoxtably miſerable, 
„ee nor any, thing jn;the f of Man, he 
way with fo much Certainty depend upon, as a 
 -Share1n the Troubles that inſeparably accompany 
| it. And to hear the Complaints Men are every 
Hour, of the Day, making on this Subject, one 
0 really believe, chere was no one Truth in 
the Warld they are more expreimentally convincd 
, And yet, alas! how. very few. amongſt them 
do we fee make any Proviſign at all for that, which 
ate ſenſible that no body can avoid; or how. 
; ever, not that wiſe and that ſafe Proviſion, which 
alone may be depended on for Service and Sup- 
Port: As. long as the World runs ' ſmoothly on 
| Bo ke? on they travel thoughtleſs and ſecure ; 
never conſidering that tho! tis fair and Sunſhine 
now, the Weather ſoon may change, and a Storm 
. they. le dream of, break ſuddenly; upon them. 
- Tuſh, ſay the Fpols to themſelves, in their vain 
Ro pe? Security, we hall never becaſt down, there 
i r. [ball no harm happen unto us: They think, 
a HO harm happen unte us: y gait 
they are ſufficiently, provided with Shelter and 
Retreat: They haye been a long time /trengthen- 
ng themſelves in the Multitude of their Riches, in 
the Number of their, Dependants, and the Intereſt 
of their Aliances. But, alas! no ſooner do the 
Rains deſcend, and the Flogds come, and 
Mat. 7-25 the Winds begin to blow and beat «p- 
on them, but theſe blind Projectors to their Sol- 
row find, that they have all this while been work- 
ing on a falſe Foundation, and fortifying on the 
Sand. Whereas the Wiſe and the Honeſt "_ 
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« 
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who builds upon the ſure Foundation of his own 


Integrity, ſtands unſhaken and ſecure. The Rains 


may deſcend, the Floods may come, the Winds may 
blow and beat upon him, but the Bottom he leans 


upon, is ſound and good, and will bear the ſevereſt 


= 
: 


Streſs of Wind and Weather. Afflictions may daſh 


his Confidence (like the Rock it is built 
upon) may not be removed, but ſtandeth 

faſt for ever. * Fl | n 8 by | ef 22 5.01 Dr 
_ This, Fob in his Proſperity was happily aware 


and ſpend themſelves upon him, but his Hope and 


3 © 


of, and delayed not to make Proviſion for it ac- 


cordingly. The moſt flouriſhing of his Fortunes 


could never make him forget that they were ſlip- 


pery and uncertain ; That a time might come, when 
his Riches would fly away, his Glory vaniſh, and his 
Friends forfake him; And therefore he wiſely be- 
thought himſelf to make ſure of one: One Friend 
he knew he had, A Conſcience, I mean, well-aſſu- 
red of its Integrity, which had never baſely flatter d 
him in his Proſperity, and was the more unlikely 


ER PC. 125.1. 


therefore to forſake him in Adverſity. This there- 


fore he reſolved: to hold faſt, and never let it go. And 


how ſoon did he live to make Try al of this Friend- 
ſhip, and bleſs the Choice that had ſo happily. ſe- 
cured it] For in the Day of that Diſtreſs which 
ſo ſurprizingly befel him, when his Neighbours 
and his Kindred, and his own. Famzliar Friends in 
whom he truſted,” forſook him haſtily and fled, this 
faithfully accompanied him into the worlt of Orr 
tunes, and wonderfully ſupported him under them: 
Then the Bleſſing of him that was ready to hy : 
periſh came ſeaſonably upon him, becauſe he ed 
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bad del ver d the Poor when he cry d, the Father les | 
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1 9 Im. th ad n none to heiß. 14 the 
Pr: 88 multi iude of No he. Sorgows 15 he had ; in 
»< his | Heart, theſe' Come arts ſtill refre & his Soul, 
that. he had never 910 any t thing, that he knew 
of, to,delerve ſo ſevere Po Rc Wop had never. 
tempred finfully 1 to. 1 5 his.” roubles before 
they came, nor nlawful to, break looſe from 
them; Alter they were fa len upon him. And 
therefore 8 ce his heart condemned him 
7 Jon: 55. g, he would ſtill continue zo have con. 
dense e  tewards God; aud in the hopes of his Mercy, 
and te. Afurance of his, Favour,, walt with pati. 
ence all th Rae of his appointed time, un- 
til his chan ge ſhould come ; When God 
| To 5 og ys ſhould once More remember ob and all his 
11 © troubles, and comfort him, again after the 
IT. 9 = is. time that he had agu d him, and for the 
e wherein lie had Juffer 4 adverſ ty. 
* 01 e 11 The -Jpirit” of 4 man, With theſe Re- 
CE” flections to ſupport i it, will go a great 
towards ſuſtaining bis Infirmities, and carry 
ke on thro this ſhort Vale of Life and Miſery,and 
the 'Shadow of Death it ſelf, with Comfort and Se. 
5 curity. But 4 wounded ſpirit who Can ear? When 
that Which alone can give us any Comfort, it ſelf 
is Cdmfortleſs ; When the Devil has alſaulted us, 
and, our God fotfaken us, and our own Minds tlic 
mean "white write bitter things againſt us ; when 
every Stroke we feel, carries in it the M Maths of a 
Puniſhment.” and the Reproaches of Sin ; and we 
have hardly ſo much às the Remembrance of any 
one good Action We have done, to refreſh our 
drooping Spirits; What can fuſtain'a Man oppreſt 
Rr _ Sorrows. and acquainted with ſuch * 1 ? 


Joqt'4:37Þ 


u Wiſdom" of "Ireority, 15 
kad"et ho light ate 5eſe Sorrows) how" eaſy” | 
are teſe Gtiefs, under all the guilty Miſeries of - 
Lie, if compared with" thoſe a wounded Spirit 
feels,” when Dearth and Judgment look it in the 
Face / How will the Man, doth he think, behave 
Hmſelf, when he feels his Soul drawnigh unto Hell, | 
ant the Pains of Death get hold upon him 2 Pſ.88.3. | 
What would he now give for the Supports of thati-„ 
teprity,which once he might have kept, but which . | 
| then he wantonly proſtituted to a Cat, or ſacrificed 
to a Paſſon * What would he now give for the Com- 
forts of that Faith, which, it may be, he has long 
180 renounc d for Impunity, or diſſembled for Prefer- 
nent? Right prectous then in his fight wil! 

be the Death of God's Saints, and the Pains P15. 
of their Martyrilom it ſelf deſirable. How © 
will he wiſh' a thouſand, and a thouſand times, that 
he had dy d like one of theſe, for the Teſtimony of 

2 good Conſcience, rather than thus have expir'd 
under the Torments of a bad one? He then ſhould. 
have had the Righteouſneſs of his Cauſe, and the + 
pteſence of his Gd, and the Aſſurance of his Re- 
rd, to ſupport and comfort him. And, O] what 

2 bleſſed Confidence, what an unſhaken Security 


5 will theft Refreſhments give us at our Departure 

J hefice ! Thei whey we walk tired the Gloomineſs of 

e Dent h it felf, even then 70 fear no eb Pfal, 23. 

0 Then to be able to loo back vn the World we 
a about” to leave, and Vith a Satisfaction not altoge: 
e ther unlike to that of its Creator; 20 ſer that al 
iy that We have Ahne init is good, Gen. f. Nothing that 
ur vye have done'm.it, is unpardonably wicked: Then 
elt tobe able to ſay untoGod with our departin Pee 
fs? 8. 


and with good Hexetiahs humble Confideffec, N 
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member now, O Lord,, I leſeech thee, how I have walked 


' foregoing Conſiderations to evince the Neceſſity of 


could yet propo 


. 1 r 


before thee in Truth, and with.a_perfett Heart, and 
have. done that which is good in thy fight, 10. 38. 3. 
Liay, if there be any thing in this World, can deſerve 
a ſerious Wiſh, tis a Conſcience always thus pre- 
par d to leave it: And ſince God, and our Integrity 
are our beſt, and our laſt Supports, both in Liſe and 
in Death, that he will never ſuffer us, for any Plea- 
ſures of Life, for any Pains of Death, to fall from him. 
He that lets go his Integrity, parts with that which 
alone can avail him in the Day of Judgment. 
And indeed, if there were nothing in any of the 


reſolving to hold it faſt, this One Conſideration a- 
lone, excluſive of all others, were abundantly ſut- 
ficient. For let us now allow the diſhoneſt Perſon 
as many, and as great Advantages, as ever any Man 
| 55 to himſelf, and many more, God 

knows, than ever any yet could ud by being ſo: 
We'll ſuppoſe his Willanies for once (which yet they 
never were) infallibly ſecure of Secrecy and Succeſs; 
We'll load him with as many ill-gotten Honours 
andEſtates, as Avarice and Ambition it ſelf can wiſh 
for; We'll give him too upon the Suppoſal , that 
which in reality he is utterly incapable of, the Power 
of enjoying all this without Diſturbance or Re- 
morſe, and of living as pleaſantly, and of dying as 

eaſily, as much Honeſter Men can do without them : 

Why, truly all this put together, will amount to a 

very fair Proviſion for the ſhort Stay we are to 

make in this Life : But then tis a Proviſion for this 

Life only. What Preparation (if a Man may 5 
him) has the Fool been all this while a making tor 
Annen 
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Fernie He that is ſo dextrous at ſtriking in 
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with every pitiful Advantage, and declining eve- 7 


ry little Inconvenience in his Way, has he been 
wiſe enough, with all his Cunning, to ſecure E- 
ternal Happineſs 2 Has he been careful enough, with 
all his Caution, to avoid Eternal Miſery? If he has 
not, God knows, he has been plot. pg and con- 
triving, and taking Abundance of Pains to very 
little Purpoſe. For, alas! our Great and Final 
Intereſt lies out in another Country, and beyond 
the Grave; and 'tis the groſſeſt Miſapplying of our 


Conſideration imaginable, to contrive only ho- 


we ſhall rub on the few Days, and Months; and Tears 
we have to live, and never once to bethink our 


ſelves what will at laſt become of us, and in what 


Condition we ſhall ſubſiſt for ever? !: 

Now whatever Hopes a Man may have of Car- 
rying on an Intereſt in this World, by acting con- 
trary to his Duty, no Man, I dare ſay, was ever 
weak enough to imagine, it could be of any Ser- 
vice to him in another. Nay, does not every Man's 
Conſcience directly tell him, that it will not? Up- 
on every Unlawful Action he commits, does he 
not immediately feel a Regular Proceſs commence 
within him? And is he not as certainly accus d, con- 


vidted, and condemn'd upon the Spot? And happy 


we ! to-day, if we will hear this mighty Voice, and 
not harden our hearts, Pſ.95.8. but be warn d by its 
Whiſpers, to avoid the Thunder that will one Day 
accompany it: For, if we will not hearken to 
them now, the Time will come, when our Con. 
ejences will be heard by us, whether we will or 
do: When the Devil ſhall join in Charging home 
the Evidence, and God himſelf appear-to _ 
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art judg 
to bear their Inrocengy vindicated rand their Inte- 
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_, | « HappineG,:and'in-theſe Tranſporting Words , af 
monte 3 and fecompence their Integrity 
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R ene and Hy pogriß be detected 
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erposd, ande niche, Shame and Mi- 
moſs that practi d them; andthe flricteſt 
Honghhybe found upon the! whole ro-have been tlie 


: "prbeft Pokey, Then, happy they ννο inſtead of 


Purchaſingamy thing; in this Lite at. the Hacardo! f 
1 glad to loſe even Life it (elf, that 
they might ſave it h How bald; and ſearleſs wal 


they ſtand — dread Tribunal, ſecure of 


in thei trial, and clear. when they 


"bring jul 
CPL F. 4 How; will it tranſport them, 


gi ty proclaim d and their M iſam applauded in 
tlie Ears of all Men] With what pleaſure then will 


they /ook zacſ on the poſt aa of their Soul, and 


- be rid IIa. 53. 11. on all the little Hardſhips 

ani Diſtouragemients they have met with here be. 
ou in the Cauſe of afflicled Yintue, and of Pee 

"cated Trath 4c And how. Will they bleſs the 

- mebts;and-the: Death it ſelf, that at laſt has brought 


| theme tio fo: light à Tryal, toſſo incanceivable an 


Happineſs! In theneyes of men the) were pmniſhe, 
and their departire: wan taken for miſery, Wild.3, 4: 
But now are they number d wit hn the children of God, 
aud their lat i amg ug. ſt: chis Sdiut s. chap. J. Ver. 54 
Where havin — a little chaſtis d, they ſhall be 
greatij rewarded: Where God himſelf ſhall gract 
dully condeſtend to bid them welcome to theit 


Wen 25, 11. Well done, thou gopd and faithful Sei 
vaut, nina nuſt been faithful” in Mp thing; 1 wil 


1 88 ruler oer man) things: Euter thou ini 
FINIS. 
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